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LET US KEEP THE IDEAL OF ISLAM ALIVE
Honorable Muslims!
It was in the early days that the Prophet (saw) began to invite people to tawhid. The number of Muslims was increasing day by day. The polytheists were trying every method possible to turn them away from their faith. They sent the Prophet’s uncle Abu Talib to him (saw) in order to dissuade him from his cause. However, the Messenger of Allah (saw) never backed down from his journey of truth and expressed his determination as follows: “By Allah, if they put the sun in my right hand and the moon in my left on condition that I abandon this cause, before Allah has made it victorious, or I perish therein, I would not abandon it.”

Dear Believers!
With this attitude and stance, our beloved Prophet (saw) was actually teaching us that Islam has a vision and an ideal. This ideal is the endeavor to enlighten people’s minds and hearts with faith in Allah. It is the determination of i‘la-i kalimatullah, that is to proclaim the Exalted name of Allah to the four corners of the earth. It is the effort to bring humanity together with the exemplary morality of the last prophet, Prophet Muhammad Mustafa (saw). This ideal is the determination to create a civilization on earth based on knowledge, wisdom, love, respect, compassion, and mercy. It is the will to prevent oppression and evil, and to make justice and goodness prevail in the world. Indeed, Our Lord Almighty commands us to protect this will as follows: “Let there be a group among you who call ˹others˺ to goodness, encourage what is good, and forbid what is evil—it is they who will be successful.”

Dear Muslims!
The foundation of the ideal of Islam is the Holy Qur’an and the sunnah of the Prophet Muhammad. Muslims, guided by these two sources, have endeavored to ensure a humane life on earth. Five years after the demise of the Prophet (saw), they liberated al-Quds from the bondage of oppression and turned it into Dar al-Salam, a land of peace and tranquility. Seven years later, they raised the banner of Islam on the walls of Diyarbakır and paved the way for the dawn of Islam in Anatolia.
Esteemed Believers!
After being honored with Islam, our beloved nation was the banner-bearer of Islam for centuries. For the sake of this blessed cause, our ancestors marched from one expedition to another and from one victory to another without giving up and without failing. With the permission and help of Allah, they made history in Manzikert. They opened the gates of Anatolia to Islam, never to be closed. They overcame the bastions that were said to be impenetrable, destroyed the castles that were said to be indestructible, and conquered Istanbul. They had the honor of attaining the good news of our beloved Prophet (saw): “Constantinople will definitely be conquered. What a great commander will be the man who conquers it; what a great army that army shall be.”
 With the strength it derived from its faith, our nation inflicted a crushing defeat on the invaders with superior means at Gallipoli. Despite all the adversities, it achieved victory in the National Struggle with the spirit of unity and solidarity, and secured its independence and future in these lands.
Dear Muslims!
Today, what is incumbent upon us is to keep alive the sublime ideals taught by Islam. It is our duty to protect our unity, solidarity, brotherhood, and affection at all times. We should be strong in every field in order to eliminate the traps set for our country and nation. Our duty is to make good prevail instead of evil, justice instead of oppression, and love instead of hatred. It is to establish strong families where these sublime values are taught and practiced. It is also our duty to raise our children, the safeguards of our future, as generations who are loyal to their national and spiritual values and who are beneficial to society and humanity.
I conclude my khutbah with the following hadith, which expresses that all the oppressed, especially in Gaza and Palestine, will be victorious and cherished, and the occupying oppressors and Zionists will be defeated and humiliated: “Islam will certainly reach every place touched by the night and day. Allah will not leave a house of mud, or even of fur, except that He will cause this religion to enter it, by which some will be honored, and some will be disgraced. Allah will glorify Islam, and disgrace disbelief.”
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